LESSON 9: Judgment Belongs to
the Group

Thus did Jesus teach the dangers and illustrate the unfairness of sitting in personal judgment upon
one's fellows. Discipline must be maintained, justice must be administered, but in all these matters
the wisdom of the brotherhood should prevail. Jesus invested legislative and judicial authority in the
group, not in the individual. Even this investment of authority in the group must not be exercised as
personal authority. There is always danger that the verdict of an individual may be warped by
prejudice or distorted by passion. Group judgment is more likely to remove the dangers and eliminate
the unfairness of personal bias. Jesus sought always to minimize the elements of unfairness,
retaliation, and vengeance. 159:1.6

DUAL CITIZENSHIP

There is nothing incompatible between sonship in the spiritual kingdom and citizenship in the secular
or civil government. It is the believer's duty to render to Caesar the things which are Caesar's and to
God the things which are God's. There cannot be any disagreement between these two requirements,
the one being material and the other spiritual, unless it should develop that a Caesar presumes to
usurp the prerogatives of God and demand that spiritual homage and supreme worship be rendered to
him. In such a case you shall worship only God while you seek to enlighten such misguided earthly
rulers and in this way lead them also to the recognition of the Father in heaven. You shall not render
spiritual worship to earthly rulers; neither should you employ the physical forces of earthly
governments, whose rulers may sometime become believers, in the work of furthering the mission of
the spiritual kingdom.

Sonship in the kingdom, from the standpoint of advancing civilization, should assist you in becoming
the ideal citizens of the kingdoms of this world since brotherhood and service are the cornerstones of
the gospel of the kingdom. The love call of the spiritual kingdom should prove to be the effective
destroyer of the hate urge of the unbelieving and war-minded citizens of the earthly kingdoms. But
these material-minded sons in darkness will never know of your spiritual light of truth unless you draw
very near them with that unselfish social service which is the natural outgrowth of the bearing of the
fruits of the spirit in the life experience of each individual believer. 178:1.3
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